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Are you a
“throw away American”?

The Niftys would like to go on record as saying that we are totally apolitical.  We will never
endorse a candidate.  We will never take a stand on a public issue – unless it directly affects
50+ job seekers.  Yet we find ourselves having been moved by a political column.

In a recent Wall Street Journal, Bret Stephens reflected on the state of the nation in his Global
View column.  In it, he said:

“You’re in your 50s, the recession hits, you lose your middle-income job and are
waylaid by debt.  You’re not going to be hired to design apps, so you wind up as
a limo driver or restaurant hostess.  You’re one of what columnist Stu Bykofsky
has movingly described as ‘Throwaway Americans.’”

Sound familiar?

Talk about sustainability!  We go to great lengths proselytizing about recycling trash, garbage
and other discardable materials, but as for fellow Americans, apparently the country has no
problem tossing them onto the trash heap and moving on.

That’s “us” they’re talking about – maybe even you.  When all is said and done, you are waht
you make yourself.  You’re the one who determines whether or not you land on the trash heap
of life or move on to something else.  Ultimately it comes down to individual effort, personal
passion and one’s own inner drive to achieve and succeed. 

It’s not easy.  It certainly is not fun.  It’s not the way it should be.  Moreover, it’s not what
we’ve been told our entire lives.  What it is… is reality.  Like or not, right or wrong, that’s the
way the world is today.  You’d better get used to it.

And the ball’s in your court.  What are you going to do?

Are you going to roll over and die flipping burgers for the rest of your days?  Are you going to
restrict yourself to a meager existence of a plate full of beans for dinner and driving a 13-year
old car?  Or, are you going to stand up, spit in their eyes, and demonstrate to the world that
you still have what it takes?

Your call.


