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Various times in my career, I found myself faced with an extraordinary opportunity—a
promotion, a board seat, a key client.  Some would consider it luck, but I have to disagree. 

Finding a penny? Could be luck. Meeting your soul mate at the grocery store? Maybe. Having a
successful career? Now that takes work.

Rather than waiting around for serendipity, I am a fan of career opportunism. Based on the
tactics of strategic opportunism, career opportunism is the art of adopting behaviors that
support long-term goals while allowing flexibility in day-to-day activities. These minor
adjustments will, when you least expect it, place you in exactly the right place at the right
time. More importantly, they will prime you to seize the moment and capitalize on the
occasion. 

In a world of competing priorities, consider that even small actions can lead to big rewards.
Below are just a few suggestions of actions you can take over the next week to create your
own career luck:

• Join a professional association
• Endorse a colleague on LinkedIn
• Volunteer for a special project at work
• Develop an action plan for updating your resume
• Make a list of 3 new skills you hope to acquire before 2020 
• Conduct an audit of your online reputation (Hint: start by Googling your name)
• Send a note to someone in your network to reconnect and grow the relationship

Whatever exercise you choose to move your career forward, do something. Big journeys begin
with small steps.
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